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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-92 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "the first hub" in line 15-16 of claim 14. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hawkins et al ("Hawkins", US 6,006,274) in view of Sheth et al ("Sheth", US 
2002/0194502). 

As per claim 1, Hawkins discloses method for managing a combination of family 
related matters and work-related matters, the method comprising the acts of: collecting 
personal information related to a family manager's personal life and work information 
related to the family manager's work life at a host computer (Column 4 lines 26-36); 
communicating the personal information and the work information from the host 
computer to a first device dedicated to the family manager (Column 3 lines 1-10). 
Hawkins fails to distinctly point out communicating specific information to different 
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devices. However, Sheth teaches communicating only the personal information from the 
host computer to at least one second device dedicated to at least one person in a 
personal sphere of the family manager ([01 93] lines 1 -9); and communicating only the 
work information from the host to at least one third device dedicated to at least one 
person in a work sphere of the family manager ([0193] lines 1-9). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine the method of 
Hawkins with the teaching of Sheth. Motivation to do so would have been to resolve 
conflicts while scheduling meetings and set reminders for family and work groups. 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1 , Hawkins-Sheth teach a method, 
wherein the host computer comprises a private host computer (Hawkins, Column 14 
lines 26-36). 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1 , Hawkins-Sheth teach a method, 
wherein the host computer comprises a public host computer (Sheth, [0047] lines 6-12). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 1 , Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the host computer comprises a single host computer (Hawkins, Column 3 lines 
1-11). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 1 , Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the host computer comprises at least two host computers (Hawkins, Column 4 
lines 26-36). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 1, Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the devices comprise e-mail capability (Sheth, [0195], lines 1-11). 
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As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1 , Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the devices comprise calendaring capability (Sheth, [0194] lines 1-4). 

As per claim 8 t which is dependent on claim 7, Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the first device comprises at least one calendar corresponding to the merger of 
personal information and work information comprising at least one of a daily merged 
calendar, a weekly merged calendar, and a monthly merged calendar (Sheth, [0194] 
lines 1-4, [0195] lines 1-11). 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 7, Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the second device comprises at least one calendar corresponding to the 
merger of personal information and work information comprising at least one of a daily 
merged calendar, a weekly merged calendar, and a monthly merged calendar (Sheth, 
[0194] lines 1-4, [0195] lines 1-11). 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 7, Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the third device comprises at least one calendar corresponding to the merger of 
personal information and work information comprising at least one of a daily merged 
calendar, a weekly merged calendar, and a monthly merged calendar (Sheth, [0194] 
lines 1-4, [0195] lines 1-11). 

As per claim 1 1 , which is dependent on claim 1 , Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the devices comprise computing capability (Hawkins, Column 3 lines 1-10). 

As per claim 12, which is dependent on claim 1 , Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein at least one of the devices comprise a personal digital assistant (Hawkins, 
Figure 1 item 130). 
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As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 1, Hawkins-Sheth teach a method 
wherein the acts of communicating are performed via an Internet link (Sheth, [0096] 
lines 1-11). 

Claims 14,34,47, 67, 80, are individually similar in scope to that of claim 1 , and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 15,35,48,68,81 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 2, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 16,36,49,69,82 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 3, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 17,19, 37,50,52,70,83 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 4, 
and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 18,20,38,51,53,71,84 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 5, 
and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

As per claim 21 , which is dependent on claim 14, Hawkins-Sheth disclose a 
method wherein the first host computer and the second host computer comprise the 
same computer (Hawkins, Column 3 lines 1-11). 

As per claim 22, which is dependent on claim 14, Hawkins-Sheth disclose a 
method, wherein the first host computer and the second host computer comprise 
different computers (Hawkins, Column 4 lines 26-35). 

Claims 23,39,56,72,85 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 6, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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Claims 24,40,57,73,86 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 7, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 25-30,41-43,58-63,74-76,87-89 are individually similar in scope to that of 
claim 8, and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 31 ,44,64,77,90 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 1 1 , and 
are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 32,45,65,78,91 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 12, and 
are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 33,46,66,79,92 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 13, and 
are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 54 is similar in scope to that of claim 21 , and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 55 is similar in scope to that of claim 22, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US006732080B1 teaches a method for providing calendar services. 
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• US 20030045301A1 teaches synchronization of portable devices to track 
and notify family members of events. 

• US 20020087386A1 teaches a communications network which integrates 
software applications for assisting the user. 

• US006272545B1 teaches personalization of user mobile devices. 

• US006606647B2 teaches information routing service to mobile devices. 

• US006779022B1 teaches messaging service through a server 
consolidates messages from intranet and Internet sources. 

• US006466236B1 teaches portable computers having multiple calendars. 

• Windows NT screen shots teach multiple calendars merged on a device. 

• US005790974A teaches portable calendaring system and methods for 
resolving conflicts. 

• US2001 0040591 A1 teaches personal and work calendars viewable only 
by specific people. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan F Pitaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4071 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm Monday-Thursday, 
and alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ryan Pitaro 
Art Unit 214 
Patent Examiner 

RFP 




